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During the 2020 election cycle, there was a lot of discussion on mail ballot voting and it seemed there 

were some misnomers with it as well.  First things, first: mail ballot voting is different than regular 

absentee or early voting.  This might not be true in all states, as each state makes their own election 

laws within a set of federal requirements; however, it is true in Minnesota.  

Mail balloting means that registered voters in townships or cities which have elections to conduct mail 

balloting (more on that in the next article), are mailed a ballot packet 46 days prior to the election.  

These mailings are not done haphazardly.  To be a registered voter, voter addresses are verified through 

postal verification cards, driver’s license address matches or social security administration address 

matches.  If addresses are not able to be verified, then the voter is listed as “challenged” and does not 

automatically receive a ballot; they receive a letter explaining their options to vote.  The ballot packets 

are also mailed non-forwardable; thus if the person is not currently at the address, it is returned to the 

Auditor’s office. 

There are requirements voters must follow to ensure their vote is counted and to ensure the intended 

voter is who is completing the packet.  First, the voter must sign the outside envelope.  Second, the 

voter needs to have a witness who is a registered voter in Minnesota or a notary.  This witness certifies 

the voter began with a blank ballot, completed the ballot in secrecy, and sealed the ballot in the inner 

secrecy envelope.  Voters need to ensure it is returned to the Auditor’s office by 8:00PM on election 

night.  The ballot can arrive via mail or delivery service (such as FedEx, SpeeDee, or UPS), be dropped off 

in person at the Auditor’s office, or be dropped off by an agent at the Auditor’s office (agents are limited 

to returning three ballots).  

Mail ballot jurisdiction voters can also vote in person at the Auditor’s office beginning 46 days prior to 

the election and up until 8:00pm on election night.  It is requested the voter brings the ballot packet that 

was mailed to them if they wish to vote in person. If a voter does present at the Auditor’s office to vote 

without their ballot packet, the voter is allowed to vote on a new ballot packet.  The ballot packet they 

have at home is “spoiled” or invalidated and is unable to be used, thus there is no concern for it being 

used; however, each ballot packet costs roughly $4.00, which adds up quickly when voters do this 

(about 1,000 mail ballot and absentee voters did this in 2020, wasting $4,000 in taxpayer dollars).      


